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T O O u r We are grateful for the support you have given us in
the past 5 years.
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From the Chairman

CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS OF FRUITS OF DEMOCRACY

HE PAST FIVE YEARS have gone by so

fast because we have enjoyed ourselves as
we have been celebrating and flagging talent
in Nelson Mandela Bay. This is our way of
giving back to the City that has given so much
to us. We know very well that we could not
have done what we have achieved without the
partnership of our past and present partners.
Over the years we have had many partners but
we must acknowledge the sustained support
from the Red Location Art Gallery, Mandela
Bay Development Agency (MBDA), the Centre
for the Advancement of Non-Racialism and
Democracy from the Nelson Mandela University
(CANRAD), and the continued publicity afforded
to us by The Herald Newspaper.

The past five years have gone by so fast
because we have enjoyed ourselves as we have
been celebrating and flagging talent in Nelson
MandelaBay. Thisis our way of giving back to the
City that has given so much to us. We know very
well that we could not have done what we have
achieved without the partnership of our past
and present partners. Over the years we have
had many partners but we must acknowledge
the sustained support from the Red Location
Art Gallery, Mandela Bay Development Agency
(MBDA), the Centre for the Advancement
of Non-Racialism and Democracy from the

Nelson Mandela University (CANRAD), and the
continued publicity afforded to us by The Herald
Newspaper.

Fruits of Democracy was established in
2015 when the NMBM was just experiencing
the worst public image in the country. The
corruption and negative public perception
made a lot of the locals feel that they had been
misrepresented by what was seen on national
television platforms and we wanted to change
this state of affairs. We set a goal and aspired
to be a cultural marker in Nelson Mandela Bay
and wished for young movers and shakers of the
Eastern Cape to converge every year. We sought
this convergence by recognizing and rewarding
excellence displayed in various sectors and in
service to the people within the province. We
then infused the dialogue aspect in order to
focus on broad topics such as Heritage and
Democracy in South Africa where we used book
launches to enrich the discussions.

Young people of Nelson Mandela Bay and the
Eastern Cape continue to inspire us whenever
they are focused on their crafts and talents,
even against all the challenges they face.
Our disposition is to celebrate and flag out
these efforts and we hope that others will be
inspired to do even better. This is how we see
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our economic and cultural contribution to be in
Nelson Mandela Bay, but most importantly, we
are creating a hub of intellectuals and youth
excellence in our own City.

Over the past five years we have subsequently
awarded a total of 23 excelling young people
in Nelson Mandela Bay. We currently stand
in the year 2020 and have bigger dreams and
intentions so that we can grow a sustainable
network of overachievers who will take this
name of the City to greater heights.

The categories that we award for are:
Excellence in Education

Excellence in Sports

Excellence in Arts and Culture

Excellence in Community and Public Service
Excellence in Business

The awards event is a night of prestige, style and
glamour in a way that celebrates Africanness
and Nelson Mandela Bay. These awards are well
broadcasted in print media, social media and TV
because the cream of the Bay really come out in
numbers to drink and dine with their peers.

We are happy with our progress and we are also
looking forward to your support going forward.
Let this be a year to build yet again.

Regards,
OLWAM MNQWAZI

FOD Chairman &
Black Hat Group Managing Director.
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5 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
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reflection for the kind of South Africa we are
building for future generations, more over to
reflect on the legacy and values of the leaders
of the struggle for liberation. These objectives
align with the City’s strategic vision to leverage
of the creative economy to develop the arts and
culture sector in the City. This vision is driven
by a desire to ensure that the youth of our City,
can make a tangible contribution to the local
economic development of our communities. This
is in the context of ensuring that our community
can generate sustainable livelihoods through all
industry andin particular the creative industries.

Over the last five years the Awards have grown
in prestige and stature and they’'ve had a huge
impact on the arts and culture landscape of
the City. The night of the Awards has grown to
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be a pivotal platform for all kinds of creatives
that are working and producing in the City to
showcase their talent. The vision to grow the
Awards to have provincial reach is one that
should be encouraged and supported by all the
partners that make the Awards the special event
they are. So that the legacy of recognizing and
celebrating youth excellence, lives on for many
years to come.

MR UTHANDO BADUZA
Chief Curator: Red Location Art Gallery
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Message from the
Nelson Mandela
Development

“Developing and
promoting a creative =
culture in Nelson

Mandela Bay”

Agency

HE MANDELA BAY DEVELOPMENT

AGENCY would like to take the pleasure
of congratulating you on such a brilliant and
consistent platform that honours and recognises
the good work done by young people. To achieve
a milestone of five years is not simple. As the
institution we find value in placing you, the
youth at the centre to lead the transformation
agenda.

To the team behind the FOD. The writers,
organizers, administrators,  ambassadors,
photographers and many others involved. You

have created a space that we all feel part of.
You continue to inspire us by shining the light to
each one of those electric young people who are
truly the fruits of democracy.

As the Mandela Bay Development Agency, we
will continue being friends of the FOD and we
wish you another fantastic five-year milestone.

MR OYAMA VANTO

Project Manager:

Creative and Cultural Industries Development
Mandela Bay Development Agency
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Democracy?

A MESSAGE FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN

CULTURAL OBSERVATORY SACO

HESE DAYS, DEMOCRACY IS A much-
Tused word. In his 1863 speech, President
Lincoln defined democracy as “government of
the people, by the people, for the people” So
what is democracy? The word democracy comes
from two Greek words: demos, which means
“people”, and kratos, which means “power.” In the
South African context, democratic movement
organizations such as Fruits of Democracy do
their bit to infuse democratic traditions and
culture in spaces where they operate. This they
do by putting efforts to break the stranglehold
of corrupt elites and powerful anti-democratic
institutional forces by encouraging young
movers to use their creativity. Creativity is seen
as a driver for growth and is associated with a
high level of economic development.

In 2015, a year after South Africa celebrated
the 20th anniversary of the transition to
a democratic dispensation, the Fruits of
Democracy Awards was established. These
awards aspire to be the cultural marker where
young movers and shakers of the Eastern
Cape converge in Nelson Mandela Bay to be
recognised for the excellent work they do in the
cultural and creative sectors . The idea for the
awards was mooted by Olwam Mnqgwazi as a way
to celebrate the youth of Nelson Mandela Bay
as they strive to better their lives in a country
where they are the most vulnerable, especially
during tough economic conditions.

This initiative has two main components, the
“Dialogues” and the “Awards”. The Dialogues
focus on broad topics such as Heritage and

fruitsof
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Democracy in South Africa. While the Awards
focus on celebrating and sourcing the best talent
in Nelson Mandela Bay as the youth continue
to set good examples for others through their
crafts and talents.

On the 23 September 2015, the inaugural
Annual Fruits of Democracy Awards took place
in Nelson Mandela Bay and attracted a crowd
of over 80 people. The 2016 awards attracted
more media coverage as it pulled in over 200
young people around Nelson Mandela Bay. The
awards continue to evolve and in 2017 a new
category for Excellence in Education was added.

To date, 23 vyoung achievers have been
recognised and honoured with a Fruits of
Democracy Award. The Fruits of Democracy

team continues to encourage young people to
engage on what Heritage means to them as well
also express their views on Heritage. One of the
organisation’s partners (CANRAD) stated that
such organisations seek to encourage young
people to do greater things in memory of their
past and in this way help build social cohesion.

According to the Mandela Bay Development
Agency their work is about the future and the
future belongs to the youth of today. The Fruits
of Democracy Awards continues to encourage
debates and creativity that seeks to promote
democratic values.

Wishing the FOD success in all its endeavours in
driving the democracy agenda forward.

Makwande!

)

south african
cultural observatory
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5th Annual
Award
Ceremony

N THE 14TH OF DECEMBER 2019, we

hosted the 5th Annual Fruits of Democracy
Awards where we recognised notable
achievements from the youth of Nelson Mandela
Bay in 2019. The award is a recognition of the
excellent work that you are doing in your chosen
vocation and recognition of the leadership that
they have demonstrated through community
engagement, innovation, achievements and
adhering to the principles of sustainability.
Congratulations on your achievement and we
trust that you will continue to epitomise the
ideals of our hard won freedom through your
service and contribution to the development of
our communities.

We awarded the following nominated candidates:
Wezile Mgibe | Arts and Culture

Raeez Reddy | Community and Public Service
Mhleli Hallom | Business




-
CELEBRATING O YEARS

2019 Award
Wwinners

This years categories include Arts and Culture, Business and Community
& Public Services. No one was awarded for Sports and Education in 2019.

Wezile Mgibe

EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AND CULTURE

EZILE MGIBE is an Award-Winning Art Practitioner, Facilitator

Wat United Through Sport and On-Site Project Director, he is

using interdisciplinary practise encompassing performance, visual and

installation. Mgibe's work often deliberately confronts prejudice and

advocates against social inequality. Mgibe’s project invites locals artists,

scholars and writers from various artistic discipline to create site specific work using their own

respectful medium, he is a first performance artist who has been recognised and awarded a David

Koloane Award 2019. Mgibe comes from a musical theatre background and is professionally trained

in Contemporary Dance, Jazz and Afrofusion. He is a FATC Artist Residency recipient, Open Lab

Artist Residency recipient, Thupelo Workshop member, Bag Factory Artist Residency, Andrew

W. Mellon Foundation Grant recipient. In 2018 he was awarded a Dance Season at the PE Opera

House, invited to present her durational work at Norval Foundation Opening. Mgibe's work has

been commissioned and witnessed at the Iziko South African National Gallery, The South African

State Theatre, Vrystaat Arts Festival, The National Arts Festival Main, Carbonarium International

Festival in Ukraine, Underline Project, FNB Art Joburg, Dance Umbrella Africa, Sceana Gallery,

Vrystaat Arts Estival. Mgibe is recently doing his collaboration research residency in Zimbabwe

with Curator Fadzi and he has been recently awarded an International Residency in Kumasi, Ghana.
Mgibe is currently a residency artist at Greatmore Artist Studios in Cape Town.

fruitsof
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! Mhleli Hallom

HLELI HALLOM is the Founder and furniture for homeKreative

CEO of IMG Designs. IMG manufactures home and professional
furniture. The IMG manufacturing process involves working with wood
‘ and screen printing. Mhleli is a member of the Nelson Mandela Bay
Business Chamber as well as the New Brighton Business Forum.

In 2007 when he was 17 years old, he started selling clothes as his first taste of entrepreneurship
and he ran the business until 2013. In 2009, he worked for a company that made cabinets and
worked with them on weekends and holidays until 2014 where he gained an on-the-job experience
with carpentry and design. In 2014, Mhleli registered his business, Ikamvelihle Mhleli Group under
which he operates IMG Designs as well as civil engineering tenders, property maintenance and
renovations contracts, community upliftment programs as well as IMG Designs. He also completed
the Nelson Mandela Bay Business Chamber Enterprise Development Programme 2019.

. Raeez Reddy

»
x RAEEZ REDDY is a young Indian male from Malabar who teaches in
l ~ i AT a School Governing Body (SGB) post at Chapman High School in
2\ e’ Gelvandale. He is the coordinator of School Drill Marching Academy and
has galvanized support from the community to support this extra-mural
activity to capture the youth in the area. After school, he is a police reserve and participates in
the community policy forum in the Northern Areas and also NMB metro police law enforcement

assistantin maintaining law and order in the greater metro. He is also involved in animal anti-cruelty
and fights against dogfighting in the Northern Areas.
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2018 Award
winners

Xolisa Menemene | Community and Public Service
Asanda Mali | Business

Sizwe Yaze | Arts and Culture

Amanda Mpofu | Education




Previous

winners
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—ruits of

BY ANELE DLOTO

RUITS OF DEMOCRACY WAS SET UP to

be a hub of convergence within the Nelson
Mandela Bay where young people, with diverse
talents and skills within the Eastern Cape, would
meet up to be celebrated and recognised for the
excellence they display in the work they do in
different sectors.

Against this backdrop, Fruits of Democracy
is reimagining its growth and development
trajectory for the next five years in pragmatic
ways. As part of this strategic work, Fruits of
Democracy seeks to position itself within the
grand challenges facing South African society -
the triadic challenges facing young people. As
an institution positioned in areas that by these
challenges, Fruits of Democracy recognises
the importance of partnering with a broader
sector of society. By taking part and thinking
together with society, they find ways around
these challenges and how to be more responsive
to them.

-
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Reflection on

Democracy

To achieve this, Fruits of Democracy intends
to commit its resources, skills, assets and
knowledge to work with young people within
our provinces, government, private sector and
civil society to be the voices of influence within
society.

For the past five years since its inception, Fruits
of Democracy has maintained to be a site of
exploration, possibilities and pocket of learning
within our province. We have initiated the
collaboration of these efforts through spaces we
are conceptualising as a Hub of Convergence for
the excelling youth of the Bay. These will provide
a platform for enhancing social cohesion,
social inclusion through collaboration and
deliberation, and continues to be a platform of
celebrating youth excellence within the province
at large.

fruits
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Tinashe
Media

EVENTS AND HIRE

WE OFFER = Devotion is a good tradition of hard

Hiring out of sound equipment struggle and isaminor of striving constantly

= Audio Visual for the better.
= Events & Hire = Urgency is everything we do is a non-
= Sound | Lighting | AV negotiable value.
= Staging = Customer service commitment. The way
of doing business centres on the customer,
COMPANY VALUES ensuring that value and excellent services

The company'’s values, upon which the are delivered.
foundation of our cultures and behaviours’
are built, are outlined below.

Honest and Integrity is our consistent
management principle and focuses on one

truth as the only norm.

For more information, do not hesitate to get In
touch with us: 071 484 32 84






























